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ead of the class 


KAREN HERLAND 


Three professors shared the spotlight 
on March 3 as recipients of the 
President's Teaching Awards, the culmi- 
nation of a search involving all sectors 
of the university. 

Vice-Provost Teaching and Learning 
Ollivier Dyens relaunched a university- 
wide process to identify two recipients 
of the Award for Excellence in Teaching 
(one full-time and one part-time) and 
one recipient of the Award for 
Innovative Excellence in Teaching. 

“Teaching at Concordia is very good, 
we know that,’ said Dyens. “But teach- 
ing lacks the recognition structure we 
have for research’ 

President Judith Woodsworth has 
long valued the importance of teaching. 
“The President's Excellence in Teaching 
Awards were created to emphasize the 
importance of teaching in university life 
and the key role that it plays in the 
development of contemporary universi- 
ties,’ she said at the event. 

In recent years, the Faculties have put 
increased emphasis on teaching recog- 
nition through Dean’s awards and other 
events. Concordia has also been work- 
ing with the Conférence des recteurs et 
des principaux des universités du 
Québec to develop teaching recogni- 





tion at the provincial level. This univer- 
sity-wide project fits between those two 
spheres. 

This year’s nominees were reviewed 
by a committee, chaired by Dyens, 
including representatives from the 
Centre for Teaching and Learning 
Services, the CSU and all four Faculties. 

The winners were selected after care- 
ful review of the nominations received 
in October and discussion of how to 
evaluate dossiers including material on 
courses taught, student evaluations, 
teaching philosophy statements from 
nominees and participation in course 
and curriculum development or inno- 
vation. 

All three have taught in the Faculty of 
Engineering. “Students have come to 
expect excellent teaching within the 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer 
Science. Our excellent professors are 
the reason we have such a bright stu- 
dent body, said Dean Robin Drew. 

Both Venkat Ramachandran and 
Mary Silas earned recognition for 
Excellence in Teaching. The former 
first joined Sir George Williams 
University in 1969 and became the 
first Graduate Program Director of the 
Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering. He developed 
special tutorial sessions prior to 


Mary Silas, Venkat Ramachandran and Nancy Acemian were recognized by President Judith Woodsworth for their teaching excellence. 


exams so students could get more 
directed academic support. The fact 
that these are held on Saturday morn- 
ings is a testament to his dedication 
and his students’ engagement. 

“When I got the news I had to sit 
down for two minutes, said 
Ramachandran. “Then IJ called my wife.’ 

Silas has been teaching English as a 
second language, along with special- 
ized technical and business writing 
courses, spanning the Faculties of Arts 
and Science, Engineering and 
Computer Science and the JMSB. She 
has taught more than 40 course sec- 
tions over her career. She continues to 
develop bonds with her students; “the 
student who introduced me at the 
award ceremony, is someone I taught 
just last term.” 

Nancy Acemian earned the Award for 
Innovative Excellence in Teaching, on 
the heels of her win of the ENCS 
Teaching Excellence Award in April 
2009. “It’s been an exciting year. 

As Drew wrote in her nomination 
letter: “Concentrating her efforts on 
the introductory courses that are 
widely acknowledged to be the hard- 
est to teach, Nancy has pioneered new 
approaches that have made her not 
only popular with students but also a 
highly effective mentor and educator. 
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ANNA SARKISSIAN 


With major research grants, high 
profile conferences and cutting- 
edge facilities, it’s clear that 
Concordia is making a mark on 
Canadian scientific research. 

Assistant professor Peter 
Pawelek from the Department of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry was 
recently awarded a two-year 
grant from the Thalassemia 
Foundation of Canada and is very 
pleased with the way the univer- 
sity has facilitated his work. 

“I’m excited to see where this 
research will take Concordia in 
terms of opening doors for the 
development of therapeutics,’ he 
said. 

Pawelek’s new funds will go 
towards research into cell-sur- 
face receptors and pathogens, 
which could help patients with 
thalassemia, a blood disease that 
is prevalent in Mediterranean, 
Arab and Asian populations. 

The genetic condition leads to 
a deficiency in hemoglobin, 
which normally binds iron. This 
causes excess iron to build up in 
the bloodstream, which in turn 
can cause tissue and organ dam- 
age and other complications. 

“Usually pathogens have diffi- 


lroning your genes 


Pawelek leads study into thalessemia 
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With a grant from the Thalassemia Foundation of Canada, protein scientist Peter Pawelek from the Department 
of Chemistry and Biochemistry is hoping his research can help people with iron-overload diseases like tha- 


culty obtaining iron from a host,’ 
Pawelek explained. “When that 
limiting factor is taken away and 
you have too much iron, patients 
are more at risk from bacterial 
infections. 

One of the therapies to treat 
thalassemia involves iron chela- 
tion, in which a drug such as 
Desferal is administered through 
a transfusion to bind iron and 
remove it from the body. 


However, some highly virulent 
and lethal bacteria, such as Vibrio 
vulnificus, have protein receptors 
that can recognize and take up 
iron-bound Desferal, hijacking 
the drug and compounding the 
risk of infection. 

“If we can understand the 
shape of the binding pocket of the 
receptor, we could one day be 
able to design a molecule to fit in 
that receptor, acting as a kind of 


monkey wrench to throw into the 
system,” Pawelek said. 

The first step will be to isolate 
the cell-surface receptor, purify it 
and grow crystals of it. Next, 
Pawelek's group will be able to 
characterize the three-dimen- 
sional protein structure using X- 
ray crystallography. 

Having a better understanding 
of how bacteria manipulates 
Desferal can have implications 
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beyond thalassemia since it is 
widely prescribed for other iron- 


overload diseases and some 


forms of cancer. 

“We're hoping that our work 
will lay the foundation for us to 
move forward and continue this 
research beyond two years, he 
said. “And ultimately produce a 
therapeutic agent that can help 
people.’ 

Pawelek also directs a separate 
NSERC-funded research program 
that investigates how bacteria 
use molecules called 
siderophores to acquire iron. 
This research recently led to an 
article published in the Journal of 
Molecular Biology. 

He is also busy organizing the 
tenth annual PROTEO sympo- 
sium at Concordia in May, which 
will bring together protein scien- 
tists from the Quebec Research 
Network on Protein Function, 
Structure and _ Engineering. 
Internationally renowned 
researchers have also been invit- 
ed to present their work. 

“Concordia is really on the map 
now in terms of being a meaning- 
ful presence in the biosciences 
community, he said. 

For more about PROTEO, visit 
www.proteo.ca. 


I I 


ARTHEMIS team examines film and moving image studies 


Though there were several 
attempts to formalize the study of 
film, and odd programs sprouted 
here and there, the field didnt 
fully emerge on campuses until 
the 1960s, says Martin Lefebvre, 
Director of the Concordia based 
Advanced Research Team on the 
History and Epistemology of 
Moving Image Studies 
(ARTHEMIS) and Concordia 
University Research Chair in Film 
Studies. 

Studying the conceptual, tech- 
nological and institutional condi- 
tions that make film study possi- 
ble is a central component of the 
research undertaken by an inter- 
national group of nearly a dozen 
ARTHEMIS scholars, who exam- 
ine the evolution of film and mov- 
ing image studies as a discipline. 

“For film to be considered ‘wor- 
thy’ of academic pursuits, our 
conception of what it is and how 
it affects us has had to change 
since the early days of cinema, 
Lefebvre says. 

In 1895, film wasn't seen as an 


art form. Over time, however, 
both filmmaking and our under- 
standing of what film represent- 
ed transformed. People realized 
that moving images could carry 
meaning that went beyond the 
contents of what was recorded. 

Lefebvre refers to these 
changes as belonging to the con- 
ceptual conditions of film study: 
“how film has been conceived 
within given cultural and social 
environments. 

In the same way, studying a 
film requires access to it through 
technology (a regular or analyti- 
cal projector, a VCR, a DVD play- 
er, etc.). 

Interestingly, changing how we 
access film also affects what we 
say about it. New digital plat- 
forms are impacting the field in 
ways that ARTHEMIS _ re- 
searchers are trying to measure 
and understand. 

“Early critics relied on their 
ability to take notes in the dark 
while the film was playing. Today 
you can compare scenes with the 


mere click of a button, Lefebvre 
said. 

Funded by FQRSC, ARTHEMIS 
hosts a regular lecture series with 
an impressive list of international 
speakers. On Feb. 12, distin- 
guished French scholar 
Geneviéve Sellier from the 
Université de Caen spoke about 
representations of gender in a 
lecture entitled, “Modernity and 
archaism in the New Wave. 

In European art films such as A 
bout de souffle and Les 400 Coups 
by Jean-Luc Godard and Frang¢ois 
Truffaut respectively, Sellier 
showed how female characters 
exist to express the male heros 
fears and desires. 

“The figure of the modern 
woman created by the New Wave 
cinema, embodies an image of 
the feminine that associates sex- 
ual freedom with death, to bor- 
row Ginette Vincendeaus remark 
in French Stars and Stardom, and 
it is part of a very ancient cultural 
tradition,’ Sellier said. 

She also discussed the absence 


of gender studies in French film 
studies. 

The research team will be draw- 
ing more well-known academics 
for the ARTHEMIS International 
Conference at the tail end of the 
Congress of the Humanities and 
Social Sciences in June. 

“It’s great for students to 
engage with these speakers. It 
also benefits faculty members,’ 






Created in 2007, the FQRSC-funded ARTHEMIS has hosted numerous high- 


Lefebvre says. “ARTHEMIS has 
helped create a collaborative 
research environment beneficial 
to Concordias new PhD pro- 
gram in film and moving image 
studies.” 

The ARTHEMIS conference 
runs Jun. 4 to 7 and is free and 
open to the public. For a list of 
presenters or more information, 
visit arthemis-cinema.ca. 


a hrm sea oe 





profile speakers, including Geneviéve Sellier from the Université de Caen 
who is currently a visiting professor at MIT. 
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Comm prof wins top prize 


Acland is leading media and cultural studies expert 





4 ‘i al 


Charles addresses the crowd at Screen World on Feb. i2, a symposium which brought t 


ogether students 





and faculty from communications, film studies, history, English, journalism, sociology and other disciplines. 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


For the first time in its 21-year 
history, the Kovacs Award for 
most original essay in film and 
media studies has been awarded 
to a scholar at a Canadian uni- 
versity. 

Concordia University Research 
Chair in Communication Studies 
Charles Acland got word that his 
essay, “Curtain, Carts, and the 
Mobile Screen” won the coveted 
prize in early February. 

Each year, the Society for 
Cinema and Media Studies rec- 
ognizes work that significantly 
advances scholarship in film 
and media studies. Acland’s 
essay was published in the fifti- 
eth anniversary issue of Screen, 
the leading international jour- 
nal of academic film and televi- 
sion studies. 

“The award not only gives you 
validation for the work that you 
put in, but also means a high 
degree of recognition for the 
research done at Concordia, 
Acland said. “It’s a big deal and 
shows how much we are build- 
ing our research reputation.’ 

He will travel to Los Angeles 
to receive the award at the 
annual SCMS conference on 
March 18. 

“Curtain, Carts, and _ the 
Mobile Screen” traces the pre- 
history of wired classrooms. 
Acland uses post-war United 
States as the backdrop and 
examines how a set of ideas 
about audio-visual technology 
changed how people under- 
stood classroom spaces. 

“As portrayed in an advertise- 
ment for Victor film projectors, 
the single student conversing 
directly with the teacher was an 
ancient approach to education, 


he wrote. “In contrast, ‘the way 
in modern pedagogy was the 
motion picture, the ‘modern 


teacher’ that could bring 
ancient times to life for 
enthralled children’ 


Another company advertised 
that their new contraption 
could “picture in a minute what 
youd say in an hour. 

“If you look at this period, you 
can see a media system comes 
into existence; Acland said. “It 
wasn‘ just about showing films 
in the classroom, it was about 
creating a total ‘multimedia 
environment, and with it a new 
class of media experts.’ 

Since coming to Concordia in 
1999, he has steadily built his 
profile as a leading media and 
cultural studies scholar. 

His book Screen Traffic won 
the Gertrude Robinson Prize for 
best book by a Canadian scholar 
in 2004 and was listed as one of 
the most influential film and 
media books of the last decade 
by the peer-reviewed journal 
Screening the Past. 

Two years later, he collaborat- 
ed with film studies professor 
Haidee Wasson to organize a 
SSHRC-funded workshop called 
Useful Cinema: Expanding Film 
Contexts with scholars from 
around the world. They have 
expanded that project into a 
forthcoming book about the 
functional uses of cinema. 

In 2007, he published Residual 
Media, an edited collection from 
the University of Minnesota 
Press, in which he brought 
together prominent interna- 
tional voices on media, technol- 
ogy, and history. 

He continues to be involved in 
several cross-Faculty research 
initiatives, including the Screen 


Culture Research Group and the 
Advanced Research Team on 
History and Epistemology of 
Moving Image Studies, better 
known as ARTHEMIS (see p. 2). 

“I find that I take on more and 
more because I care passionate- 
ly about the work that I do,’ 
Acland said. “When youre 
immersed in a research pro- 
gram, you start to become con- 
cerned about the gaps, the 
things that are missing. You 
work as hard as you can to try to 
respond to those.” 

On Feb. 12, he brought gradu- 
ate students, faculty and staff 
together for a day-long sympo- 
sium on screen technology, 
media space and mobile media 
called Screen World, presented 
with ARTHEMIS, the 
Department of Communication 
Studies, Technoculture, Art and 
Games (TAG) and Mediamixx 
from McGill. 

Though the conference is 
now over, Acland doesn't sit 
still for long. He has several 
projects in the pipeline: his 
SSHRC-funded monograph, 
Swift Viewing in a Cluttered Age, 
the first scholarly accounting of 
the “subliminal messages” 
panic of the late 1950s, will be 
released by Duke University 
Press next year. 

Currently, Acland is launching 
a new study of mainstream film 
and its relationship to techno- 
logical change, The Blockbuster 
Economy, from which he has 
already published research on 
Avatar and digital 3D cinema. 

“As research chair, I see my job 
as energizing a research scene 
as best as I can. I try to spread 
resources around and be the 
catalyst for as many projects as 
possible,’ he said. 
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Congratulations to mechanical and industrial engineering professor Javad 
Dargahi for his recent honourable mention at the 2009 Professional and 
Scholarly Excellence Awards (PROSE) awards. His book Artificial Tactile 
Sensing in Biomedical Engineering was the runner-up in the Engineering & 
Technology category. 


The 2009 PROSE Awards received a record-breaking 441 entries from more 
than 60 professional and scholarly publishers across the USS. 


“NGO 


Congratulations to filmmaker Patricia Chica (BFA 96) for winning the 
best short drama award at the 13th annual Magnolia Film Festival for her 
film Day Before Yesterday. 


Chica was among 64 other Concordians involved in 67 films shown at the 
Rendez-vous Film Festival, held Feb. 17 to 27. The festival has become one 
of the most important venues to promote contemporary filmmaking. See 
news.concordia.ca for full list of participating profs and grads. 


The films Last Train Home and Antoine, executively produced by cinema 
professor Dan Cross, have both been nominated for the Jutra Award for 
feature documentary. Honouring the best in Quebec films, the awards will 
be handed out March 28. Last Train Home was also listed in the top five 
films of the Sundance Film Festival in January. 


Until now, Last Train Home has only shown in Quebec, U.S. and Europe. In 
late February it opened in English Canada, showing at the Toronto Human 
Rights Watch film festival. The film will continue and be shown in Western 
Canada in following months. , 


™~Q@o 


Numerous members of the Stingers football were honoured at their awards 
banquet on Feb. 20 at the Molson brewery. Linebacker Cory Greenwood 
was honored as the outstanding player as well as the teams MVP defence. 
In eight games, Greenwood collected 62 tackles and led the Quebec 
University Football League. Quarterback Rob Mackay was the Stingers 
MVP offence. The fourth-year senior completed 201 of 328 passes for 2 739 
yards and 18 touchdowns, setting Quebec records for yards passing and 
touchdowns thrown in a single season. Running back Cedric Ferdinand 
was the inaugural winner of the Ricky Zieba Memorial Award, to be given 
out to an unsung hero on the team demonstrating dedication and a team- 
work, Ferdinand and defensive back Mark Deslauriers were also honored 
for their careers. Both have completed five years with the program. 
Defensive tackle Alexandre Turp was named the outstanding lineman, 
and linebacker Alexandre Lemire was named top rookie. Linebacker 
Marc-André Lewis was recognized as the team's top academic. (Currently, 
Economics and Business student Lewis maintains a GPA of 4.13.). Guards 
Kristian Matte and Joel Belerique were named top lineman and out- 
standing rookie, respectively. Tackle Anthony Barrette was named the 
most dedicated player. 


“Qo 


Congratulations to BSc student in 
Specialization Actuarial Mathe- 
matics Ka Yan (Vivian) Lee and 
Co-op BSc student in Specializa- 
tion Actuarial Mathematics and 
Finance Yadvinder Matharu for 
each winning a $1 000 actuarial 
mathematics scholarship from 
Towers Perrin (now ‘Towers 
Watson). The Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics also 
wishes to thank Towers Perrin and 
extends congratulations on their 
recent merger with Watson Wyatt. 





Students, faculty and staff from Exercise Science wrapped up two suc- 
cessful fundraisers for the people of Haiti in early February. Eager cyclists 
from various departments pedaled for 55 hours over five days in the Spin 
to Save event. They raised an impressive $7 600 for Médecins sans fron- 
tiéres. Certification students from one of the athletic therapy laborato- 
ries also offered 20-minute therapeutic massages during the Helping 
Hands fundraiser. They collected $1 800 for the Canadian Red Cross. The 
federal government matched their funds, bringing the combined total 
close to nearly $19 000. 
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_ Arts and Science Faculty a creative challenge 


KAREN HERLAND 


Arts and Science Dean Brian 
Lewis has been at his post for 
seven months now. You would 
think taking on the largest 
Faculty in a comprehensive 
university encompassing 27 
departments in social and 
applied sciences, along with 
humanities, would be nothing 
if not daunting. 

But Lewis seems more than 
equipped for the challenge, and 
for the move back from Simon 
Fraser to the university where 
he taught at from 1980 to 1995— 
the last five of those years spent 
as chair of the department of 
communication studies. 

Getting to know the profes- 
sors, student associations and 
intricacies of the Faculty that 


occupies the entire Loyola 
Campus, and large parts of the 
Hall and Library Buildings, is 
part of the challenge. “It is very 
much a two-campus Faculty, I’m 
on both campuses four days a 
week.’ 

But it’s the breadth of the 
Faculty that provides its 
strength as well. “The adminis- 
trative challenge of managing so 
many interests is far outweighed 
by the creative challenge of 
making something out of this, 
facilitating connections and 
building bridges.’ 

He sees his role as dean to 
remain “slightly outside of all 
the units to try to find connec- 
tions. Lewis wants to ensure 
that departments support and 
inspire each other and ultimate- 
ly “enhance the opportunity for 


students, both by reinforcing 
the discipline they came to work 
in, but also helping them move 
across disciplines.” 

He points to an existing cul- 
ture of interdisciplinary work. 
“We've got an interdisciplinary 
tradition here. The challenge is 
finding the time to work on 
behalf of these intersticial 
areas. 

Another priority is attracting 
top graduate students, whom 
he sees as necessary for ensur- 
ing that leading researchers are 
drawn to the Faculty. 
Resources for scholarships and 
bursaries, TA- and RA-ships are 
all critical to this reciprocal 
relationship. “We dedicate a 
tremendous amount of our 
operating funds to graduate 
students.’ 


Lewis is committed to this 
investment in people. “I prefer 
putting money in these areas 
rather than into infrastructure 
which can be supported from 
external sources.” 

Lewis is also encouraged by 
the importance of teaching for 
many of those he has met. He 
wants Concordia to retain its 
reputation as a great undergrad- 
uate teaching institution, even 
as graduate work gains promi- 
nence. 

For Lewis, that means ensur- 
ing regular, small-group tutori- 
als are integrated into the edu- 
cational experience of stu- 
dents, even if class sizes 
expand. Such projects also 
offer teaching opportunities to 
graduate students, a win-win 
situation. 


Larger classes might be a 
reflection of budgetary 
restraint, but Lewis maintains 
the perspective that these situa- 
cal. In fect, when he - fist 
returned to the campus, he was 
struck by how much Concordia 
had grown since he left, when 
the Sir George Campus was just 
the Hall and Library Buildings. 

“The metro was not even 
Guy-Concordia, just Guy. With 
the addition of the engineer- 
ing/fine arts building and the 
JMSB, Concordia really declares 
its. presence downtown. With 
new construction and expand- 
ed athletic facilities at Loyola, 
we will establish ourselves 
there as well. Concordia is 
truly an important part of the 
life of the community. 





FOFA Gallery to be cultural hub at Congress 


Russ COOPER 


“For Congress, I consider the 
gallery to be an exchange site, 
not a shiny penny to show us off. 
We want conversation.” 

FOFA Gallery director jake 
moore knows the gallery is the 
perfect venue to translate the 
theme of Connected 
Understanding/le savoir 
branché at the Congress of the 
Humanities and Social Sciences, 
here May 28 to June 4. 

“One of the beauties of our 
Faculty of Fine Arts is that there 
is a unique hybrid of research 
and creation; says moore. “We 
want to make that available and 
viable for visitors as well as our 
colleagues here.’ 

For the exterior vitrine facing 
Ste. Catherine St., computation 
arts professor Jason Lewis Is cre- 
ating a touch-screen exhibition 
that'll allow passers-by to inter- 
act with the installation. Moore 
imagines this will expand on 
Lewis’ City Speak on-going proj- 
ect (last presented at Nuit 
Blanche 2009), one that enabled 
people to send text messages for 
display on large dedicated bill- 
boards. Here, the Montréal tra- 
dition of “Lecher la vitrine will be 
a physical, hands-on experi- 
ence, she says. 

Just west of the FOFA store- 
front will be Café Congrés. A 
true outdoor Montreal terrace 
will be set up in the exterior 
courtyard where the university 
physically meets the street for 
anyone to stop by. 








The Skorpion Series by Joanna Berzowska is an example of the electron- 
ic textile fashions that may be on display at the FOFA Gallery during 
Congress. The dress’ panels, (or “gills”) are controlled electronically using 
nitinol wires and microcontrollers, opening up to expose parts of the 
body or “other bits of intrigues,” says moore. www.berzowska.com 


To supplement the traditional 
Congress book fair (spread 
throughout the atrium and 
metro levels of both the EV and 
MB Buildings for all eight days, 
selling works of more than 150 


publishers), inside in the foyer of 
the gallery will be a specialized 
off-book fair’ featuring printed 
wares from fine artists who 
don’t often publish with aca- 
demic presses. 
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The interior vitrine along the 
EV’s York corridor will feature 
electronic textiles, the research 
of Barbara Layne, pk langshaw, 
Ingrid Bachman and Joanna 
Berzowska exploring the often- 
overlooked ways in which fash- 
ion communicates. “By refer- 
encing clothing in what is osten- 
sibly a store window, making 
those things move becomes a 
way to animate the idea of 
savoir branché, moore says. 

The gallery will be trans- 
formed into a media presenta- 
tion space incorporating multi- 
ple screens for projection and 
an octophonic sound system. 
Among the projects to be dis- 
played will be the animated 
poetry performance of Jhave 
Johnson using software 
designed by Lewis. 

The gallery will also host four 
discussion panels _ called 
Dialogues, each including 
Concordia researchers or artists 
from different fields, to examine 
a topic from unique angles. 
While panelists and details are 
still being finalized, the themes 
will be Dissemination Textures, 
Creative Ecologies, Aesth/ 
ethics, and Sustainabilities. The 
morning discussions will be fol- 
lowed by what moore calls 
‘afternoon tea, an opportunity 
to hear from one distinct proj- 
ect. Research/creators will pres- 
ent their latest projects and 
answer questions from atten- 
dees. 

The events at FOFA will pro- 
vide a unique opportunity to 


showcase Concordias support 
of unique types of 
research/creation that are con- 
sidered equal with standard 
academic research. 

“Throughout Congress, we'll 
be showing how visual and 
material culture transmits our 
values and interests, says 
moore. “I think the highly gifted 
academic people visiting 
Concordia are going to recog- 
nize we are doing and making 
what they are writing” 

For more _ info, _ visit 
fofagallery.concordia.ca or 
www.concordia.ca/congress2010. 
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ENCS welcomes new aerospace advisor 


The name’s Fews, Bob Fews 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


You would think that being 
granted “top-secret” security 
clearance by the British govern- 
ment would be a great story to 
tell one day. It doesn't quite 
work out that way, says Robert 
Fews, because, well, you can't 
actually talk about it. 

Fews joined the university last 
November as the new Aerospace 
Special Advisor for the Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer 
Science, bringing along a wealth 
of industry experience and 
knowledge - though some of it is 
classified. 

Born in England, he started 
working for British Aerospace 
(BAe), then called Bristol 
Airplane Company, as a student 
apprentice when he was 16. After 
five years, he became a profes- 
sional engineer and helped 
design components for the 
Concorde. He ended up on BAes 
test team and was on the Tarmac 
when the famed Rolls Royce 
Olympus 593 supersonic trans- 
port first took flight. 

“It was magnificent, Fews said 
of the experience. 

He completed his master’s and 
PhD in aircraft design at 





According to new Aerospace Special Advisor Robert Fews, Concordia is very serious about aerospace. “We have 


the lead and the other universities are scrambling to catch up,” he said. 


Cranfield Institute of Technology 
in Bedford, England. After gradu- 
ating, he was offered a position at 
Canadair and moved to Montreal 
to become senior staff specialist 
for the Challenger executive jet 
program. 

In 1984, he joined Bell 
Helicopter and worked on heli- 
copter and tilt rotor programs at 


their head office in Texas until 
their Mirabel plant opened in 
1986. Once back in Quebec, he 
assumed various roles including 
chief engineer, manager of tech- 
nology and director of research. 
He led the Canadian branch of 
the Bell XworX research facility 
and introduced a number of sig- 
nificant research collaborations 


to the Canadian research infra- 
structure. He retired in 2009. 

“It was a great career, Fews 
said. “I hope to pass on enthusi- 
asm and passion to some of the 
students here, he said. 

At Concordia, Fews will facili- 
tate the creation and promotion 
of internship and apprenticeship 
opportunities for ENCS students 
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with the Quebec aerospace 
industry. He will engage both 
faculty and research administra- 
tion and promote the program 
and activities internally and 
externally. 

Earlier this month, Fews par- 
ticipated in Premier Jean 
Charest’s mission to India with 
President Judith Woodsworth to 
establish relations with Indian 
educational institutions (see 
Journal, Feb. 11, 2010). He was 
also examining ways to create 
industry-university collabora- 
tive research between both 
countries. 

“The university is serious 
about maintaining its leadership 
in aerospace, he said, adding he 
has plans to build on the existing 
structure of the Concordia 
Institute of Aerospace Design and 
Innovation to create a full- 
fledged aerospace institute. He 
would like to integrate adjunct 
professors from the fieid, project- 
based learning and relevant cur- 
riculum that satisfies industry 
requirements. 

“Coming to Concordia was a 
natural progression for me, Fews 
said. “The right way to end your 
career is to try to give something 
back to youth.’ 





Concordia final stop for cross Canada Aga Khan Foundation exhibition 


From March 7 to 28, the exhibi- 
tion Bridges That Unite organ- 
ized by the Aga Khan 
Foundation Canada (AKFC) will 
be presented in the LB Atrium. 
It will be a series of cultural 
events, discussion panels and 


public meetings examining 
Canada's role in promoting a 
peaceful world. 


The travelling exhibition has 
worked its way across Canada in 
the past two years; it began its 
cross-country tour in Victoria, 
B.C. in Feb. 2008, then visited 
Vancouver, Calgary, Kitchener/ 
Waterloo, Halifax, and has just 
finished its stay in Ottawa. 
Concordia will be its last sched- 
uled stop. 

The international Aga Khan 
Foundation is one of the largest 
NGOs in the world, and sup- 
ports development initiatives in 
Eastern Africa and South and 
Central Asia. 

Along with events produced 
by Aga Khan and other organi- 
zations, Concordia will be work- 


ing with the foundation to pres- 
ent numerous programs. 

The afternoon of March 17 in 
H-767, Institute for Community 
Development Director Lance 
Evoy will host two public con- 
versations using the University 
of the Streets Café model to 
examine the issues of poverty 
and development. 

During the evening March 17 
in H-767, Journalism Depart- 
ment Director Mike Gasher will 
be exploring the challenges of 
international journalism and 
the role of the media in shaping 
Canadians’ understanding of the 
world. 

On March 26 in the De Séve 
Cinema, Karl Polanyi Institute of 


Political Economy Director 
Margie Mendel will host a dis- 
cussion panel addressing 


Quebec and the social economy. 

Hosting the travelling exhibi- 
tion presents a unique opportu- 
nity for Concordia faculty and 
students to continue building on 
their connections with the Aga 


Khan Development Network, 
says Clarence Epstein, Director 
of Special Projects and Cultural 
Affairs. 

“We have a number of profes- 


sors and centres whose research 
and interests would mutually 
benefit from such partnerships 
with the AKFC in projects 
addressing academic and non- 





academic projects related to 
third world development, says 
Epstein. 

For more information, visit 
www. bridgesthatunite.ca. 
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Second annual ASFASA Interdisciplinary festival 





For the second year, the Arts 


and Science Federation 
Association (ASFA) and the Fine 
Arts Students Association 


(FASA) teamed up to present 
the ASFASA Interdisciplinary 
festival. 

Last year's festival developed 
themes in relation to different 
colleges and departments. This 
year, exhibitions were more 
directly related to specific disci- 
plines. 

From Feb. 9 to 18, the collabo- 
ration showcased three exhibi- 
tions, each one an artistic inter- 
pretation of its host depart- 
ment: Do Tell Me More in the 


laboratory in the Cj Building. 


Chemo by Tara Chartrand from the festival’s Do Tell Me More exhibition exploring art and psychology. 


psychology department's PY 
Building; Cyborgs Galore, explor- 
ing biology, in the SP Building 
atrium; and /t’s All Relative in the 
philosophy departments PR 
Building. The Webster Library 
also presented artwork related 
to all three of the chosen disci- 
plines in its glass display casings 
conceptually and aesthetically 
linked to ideas of text. 

The artwork - varying from 
print to installation to visual to 
audio/video - shares common 
ground: “...the place of the indi- 
vidual is what brings these dif- 
ferent disciplines together in an 
artistic capacity, said studio 





Communication Studies professor Tagny Duff experiments in the Fluxmedia 
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arts student Mariane 
Bourcheix-Laporte, FASA VP 
external and two-time organizer 
for the festival. 

The approach, she says, is 
similar to last year's inaugural 
festival (see Journal, Feb. 12, 
2009), but varies in subject mat- 
ter and interpretation. 

“It's fascinating to see the col- 
laboration and to see the work 
from artists from different fields 
and different mind frames.’ 

Last year, the theme identity, 
gender and sexuality was dis- 
played within the Simone de 
Beauvoir Institute; the geogra- 
phy department hosted the 


environmental and sustainabili- 
ty theme; and post-colonialism 
and multiculturalism exhibit 
occupied the Department of 
Anthropology and Sociology. 

“We tested the waters to see if 
people would be responsive. We 
received excellent feedback, 
says Bourcheix-Laporte. “A few 
departments even asked if the 
artwork could become a perma- 
nent installation” 

In early-fall, FASA decided the 
three disciplines would proba- 
bly make for an interesting art 
show. In November, organizers 
put out a call for submissions to 
all fine arts students. By January, 
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the art had been chosen and the 
display spaces in the depart- 
ments finalized. 

The art displayed at the 2009 
edition was reproduced in the 
publication Indissociable: Fine 
Arts and Sciences. Three hun- 
dred copies, funded by both 
ASFA and FASA with help from 
the Alumni Association, were 
distributed to numerous 
departments around Concordia, 
as well as libraries, galleries and 
artist-run centres throughout 
Montreal. 

Organizers hope to produce 
the second edition (as yet unti- 
tled) for this year's festival. 


- Bioart and Science 


Conversations cross faculties and disciplines 


Russ COOPER eit 


Through March, Communica- 
tion Studies professor Tagny 
Duff will be hosting a series of 
discussions with renowned 
bioartists and Concordia arts 
and science professors to look at 
the overlapping 
between research and the artis- 
tic creation practices. 
“Defining ‘bioartist’ is a con- 
tentious issue because not many 
artists want that label, says 
Duff, a bioartist herself. “The 


artists I have invited use any- | 
thing from digital media, video, 


photography to painting, but 


include biotechnology or other _ 


forms of biological techniques 


from the life sciences. And the 


researchers from our arts and 


science faculty all have research - 


interests that have become 
inspiration for many artists.’ 
Duff, a Concordia MFA grad 


who returned here as a profes- 


elements — 


sor in July, serves as the director 


of the recently-established 
Fluxmedia research-creation 
network. Duff's brainchild is 
dedicated to “an experimental 
approach to media and technol- 
ogy across artistic and scientific 
processes from the life sciences,’ 
according to 
www.fluxmediaresearch.ca. 
The first discussion Cellular 


interventions in art was held 


March 3 between communica- 
‘tion studies’ Kim Sawchuk and 
artist Marta de Menezes, who 
serves as the artistic director of 
the Ectopia, a Lisbon-based cen- 
tre facilitating artistic research 
in a scientific laboratory setting. 

The next discussion, Of mice 
and transgenic rats in art and 
scientific research on March 10, 
will see Director of the Center 
for Studies 


High, media artist and professor 


in Behavioral 
Neurobiology Barbara Wood- | 
side in conversation with Kathy 


of Video and new Media at the 
Department of Arts at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
in Troy, NY. 

The final discussion will be 
Transformation and biodiversity 
in art and biology on March 31. 
Department of _ Biology 
Professor Dylan Fraser will meet 
with artist Brandon Bellengée. 
Bellengée is currently complet- 
ing a dual art and science PhD 
at the University of Applied 
Sciences and Art in Zirich, 
Switzerland, is renowned for his 
collaborations with scientists 
that create hybrid ecological 
research projects and art. 

All discussions will be held in 
1.114 in the CJ Building. 

“Historically speaking, there 
has always been a borrowing 
and cross-pollination between 
scientific and visual art process- 
es, says Duff. “It will be interest- 
ing to see what comes out of this 
series of direct conversations. 








Russ COOPER 


A decade ago, a handful of fine 
arts students thought of a way to 
expose Concordia-created art to a 
wider audience. The result was 
the first edition of Art Matters. 

Now, in 2010, it has become 
the largest student-run art festi- 
val in the country. The festival 
runs March | to 19, featuring 17 
exhibitions showing the work of 
nearly 200 artists in 12 venues 
across the city. 

Cyber arts student and co-pro- 
ducer Natiea Vinson, who served 
as volunteer coordinator last year, 
has helped to book venues both 
years. She's pleased to have added 
three new spaces; Galerie Lilian 
Rodriguez in the Belgo Building, 
Mile End Gallery and the Push 
Gallery on Blvd St. Laurent. 

She’s arranged to lengthen 
.the stay of artists at most ven- 
ues for maximize exposure. In 
many cases, work will be dis- 
played for the entire three- 
week period, rather than just a 


few days as in past editions. 

Unable to resist the urge to 
step outside the formal sched- 
ule, organizers held an event 
Feb. 27 as part of Nuit Blanche 
called Nouille Blanche. The 230 
night owls who packed into the 
District 101 espace créatif in Old 
Montreal had a rare evening of 
performance based on the 
theme of domesticity, including 
an interactive reading of advice 
columns dating back to the 17th 
century. 

One of the festival's unique 
features is the turnover of many 
of its organizers from year to 
year, each bringing new ideas. In 
return, organizing the festival 
presents the opportunity to 
learn lessons outside of regular 
fine arts curriculum. 

“I’ve learned so much about 
how to position myself as an 
artist, as a curator, and as an art 
administrator in the current art 
world; not just performing arts, 
says contemporary dance student 
Patrick Lloyd Brennan, serving as 





one of four festival co-producers 
for the first time. 

This year’s organizers made a 
deliberate attempt to build on the 
effort set in motion last year to 
hold individual events through- 
out the year. In November, organ- 
izers collaborated with the 
Institute for © Community 
Development's University of the 
Streets Café to hold a public con- 
versation surrounding the role of 
the fine arts student in the art 
world. As well, in January, they 
held a panel called Curating 
Spaces in EV 1.615. They invited 
Musée dart contemporain de 
Montréal curator Mark Lanctot, 
Parisian Laundry director Jeanie 
Riddle and Push Gallery director 
Megan Bradley. 

The official opening party will 
be held at Plaza St. Hubert (6505 
St. Hubert St.) on March 5, featur- 
ing bands The Lovely Feathers, 
The Peelies, Tonstartssbandht, 
and Garcons. 

Visit www.artmattersfestival.com 
for full program and more info. 
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Art Matters celebrates ten years — 


The portraits of Mathieu Ball (above) will be shown, along with work of 
20 other artists at the show Magic and Science at the Galerie Yergeau 
(2060 Avenue Joly), March 2 to 19. The vernissage will be March 6 at 7p.m. 
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Doctoral candidates discuss research ethics and politics 


KAREN HERLAND 


At the end of the second panel 
discussion investigating research 
practices, organized through the 
PhD in Humanities program, dis- 
cussant Joel McKim underscored 
each of the panelists’ dissatisfac- 
tions with traditional research 
frameworks in the context of their 
own interdisciplinary research. 

He noted that this was common 
ground for researchers involved in 
such a range of projects. 

The PhD in Humanities, within 
the Centre for Interdisciplinary 
Studies in Society and Culture, is a 
demanding program that places 
trailblazing research projects at 
the intersection of humanities, 
social sciences and fine arts. 

Students usually work inde- 
pendently on projects so the 
panel series developed as a way to 
encourage exchange between stu- 
dents. 

Organizer Christoph Brunner 
introduced the panel on Feb. 12 
emphasizing that the impetus for 
the series was “to foster the 
notion of dialogues.’ The format 
for each panel is short presenta- 
tions, followed by a response from 
a faculty member (in this case 
communication studies lecturer 
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Josh Schwebel (left) in conversation with LTA joel McKim and organizer Christoph Brunner at the second 
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research panel discussion organized through the PhD in Humanities program. Post-doc researcher Monica 


Patterson is in the background. 


McKim) and then an extended 
discussion. 

The panel's theme of Research, 
Ethics, Politics was addressed 
from very different perspectives. 
Josh Schwebel, an artist and 
researcher, began by questioning 
the presumptions of research 
ethics, suggesting that the limits a 
question “what is research’ places 
on research confines us to frame 
our research in terms of knowl- 
edge and subjects. This under- 
cuts efforts to encounter the 
unforeseeable. He went on to 
explain, using examples from his 
own work. 

The next panelist, Ioana Radu, 


described her research spanning 
eight years in the community of 
Nemaska in the eastern James 
Bay Cree Nation as an ongoing 
exercise in learning to share 
authority. She rejected more tra- 
ditional expectations of objectivi- 
ty or distance on the part of 
researchers. Taking up Schwebel’s 
critique of prior framing she 
noted that studying a community 
requires close contact and an 
acknowledgment of the differing 
perspectives or positions within 
it, all generally overlooked within 
traditional research frameworks. 
Eric Ronis spoke of “the tyranny 
of the narrative” and the traps of 


framing information in an author- 
itative way that “doesn't allow for 
ambiguity or contradiction.’ 

There is also the trustworthi- 
ness of the narrator to contend 
with. Ronis interviewed people 
about the unity rally in Quebec in 
1995 as part of his research into 
the theatrics of public protest. 
One interview subject remem- 
bered the rally’s defining moment 
as the inclusiveness represented 
by having then-Quebec Premier, 
and noted sovereignist, Jacques 
Parizeau address the crowd. 
Except, as Ronis pointed out, 
Parizeau never did address the 
crowd at that rally. 
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Devora Neumark, the last 
speaker, raised some of the con- 
siderations discussed at the 
Ethics of Research-Creation study 
day she co-hosted last January 
(see Journal, Jan. 28, 2010). 

Returning to some of the cau- 
tions raised by Schwebel, she 
stressed that the purpose of ethics 
reviews might actually run count- 
er to the aims of art practice. 

“Ethics boards try to mitigate 
risk out of the equation,’ she said, 
“But a large part of artistic prac- 
tice is to evoke emotions and 
bring us to the edge. 
Furthermore, Neumark pointed 
out how since only grants recipi- 
ents within academia are held to 
these standards, there is a real 
possibility that artistic practice 
will develop differently inside and 
outside the academy. 

Some of these issues were 
raised in a letter prepared by 
Sandeep Bhagwati after the study 
day and circulated to artist- 
researchers in-and outside of the 
university. Over two-dozen have 
signed it and sent it to the Tri- 
Council as they consider changes 
to their ethics policy. 

Meanwhile, the university's 
Office of Research has also asked 
for more dialogue on the issue. 
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KAREN HERLAND 

A basic business program to 
supplement study in a specific 
field, from digital arts to urban 
planning, makes a lot of sense. 

“We offer the fundamentals of 
business at the graduate level; 
says Alan Hochstein, Associate 
Dean of Graduate Programs at 
the JMSB and responsible for the 


newly launched Graduate 
Diploma and Graduate 
Certificate in Business 


Administration (GDBA/GCBA). 
“The program helps students 
understand how business people 
think and the terms they use.’ 
The genesis of the 
GDBA/GCBA Program was 
developed through discussions 
between Dean Sanjay Sharma 
and Hochstein in 2007. The 
aim of the program is to offer 
business education to non- 
business graduate students. 


The inaugural year of the pro- 


gram, offering courses in every- 
thing from Finance and 
Accounting to Organizational 
Behaviour and Marketing in late 
afternoon/early evening classes, 
has been highly successful. 


The delegation of four JMSB 
undergraduates came out in 
third place at the end of the sec- 
ond annual John . Molson 
Undergraduate Case Competi- 
tion, a contest organized by stu- 
dents and_ described by 
observers as ‘flawlessly organ- 
ized. 

Held March 21 to 27, the com- 
petition crowned Victoria, B.C.s 
Royal Roads University as 
champs, followed by HEC from 
the Université de Montréal in 
second place. 

JMSB undergrads Meaghen 
Annett, Rocco Masella, Amanda 
Paquin and Marion Roussel rep- 
resented the home delegation. 
JMSB alum Malaz Sebai (MBA 
09) and Christian Bonneau 
(BComm 07) helped coach the 
squad. Both coaches brought 
the experience earned when 
they represented the JMSB in 
past case competitions. 

“This was an amazing compe- 
tition that required two skills 
sets; the round robin was a set of 
sprints, and the long prep was a 


CLASSACTION __ 


Taking care of business 





At a luncheon to gather feedback on the new graduate business administration program are (from left) Alan 
Hochstein, Associate Dean; lan Swanson (Biochemistry); Patrick Logan (Pathology); Rabia Khan (Human 
Genetics) and Kaitlin Soye (Experimental Medicine). | 


Some 70 students were culled 
from 250 initial applicants. 
Since the program offers rolling 
admissions and space is limited, 
some excellent students who 
applied late were unable to be 
admitted. “We were refusing 
students with 4.0 GPAs,’ said 


assistant director Javier Lee. 


“That’s unheard of | 


In view of the surprising pop- 
ularity of the program, 


Hochstein aims to double regis- 


tration and the number of 
spaces available for next year. 
About a dozen applications are 
already in from students who 
could not get a spot last year. 
Miguel Burnier, Director of 
Clinical Research at the McGill 


University Health Centre 
Research Institute and profes- 
sor of pathology, opthamology 
and oncology, is enthusiastic 
about the program. After dis- 
cussions with Sharma, he 
referred nine of his own PhD 
students to study in the GCBA 
Program this year and is 
expecting to recruit 20 more 


Home team takes bronze at JMUCC 


marathon. We proved ourselves 
in both, said a weary JMSB 
Commerce Games _ Advisor 
Mark Haber early Monday 
morning. 

“The bottom line is that we 
really represented ourselves 
well, he said. 

Adding to the third place hon- 
our, Masella earned a best pre- 
senter award, and the JMSBs 
Johnnie Vu won the hospitality 
award as ambassador to 
Singapore Management 
University. (Not formally part of 
the competing process, each 
participating team is designated 
a JMSB student as an ambassa- 
dor to ensure day-to-day tasks 
are taken care of.) 

Undergraduate business stu- 
dents from 20 business schools 
from all over the world gathered 
at the new MB Building to take 
part in one of the most presti- 
gious international undergradu- 
ate competitions. The number 
of attending teams matched the 
record set at last year's competi- 
tion. 


Among attendees this year 
were Purdue University, Queen's 
University, University of British 
Columbia, and University of 
South Carolina, as well as inter- 
national universities 
Chulalongkorn University in 
Thailand, Dublin Institute of 
Technology in Ireland, 
Singapore Management Univer- 
sity, Corvinus University of 
Budapest as well as Hong Kong 


University of Science and 
Technology. 
At six days long, the JMUCC is 


one of the longest competitions 
for undergraduate business stu- 
dents. Again this year, the 
lengthy contest required the 
help of numerous sponsors 
including the Montreal 
Alouettes, VIA Rail, TD Meloche 
Monnex, La Senza, Saputo, 
Molson Canada and 
Bombardier. 

The Undergraduate National 
Case Competition began in 
2002, holding the event &ch 
year except 2006. Last year, 
organizers decided to rebrand 
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next year. Through his work, he 
saw a growing need for gradu- 
ate students in the health field 
to know the business of science. 

“More and more, academia 
and industry are working 
together, | Burnier _ said. 
“Researchers need an under- 
standing of patents and intellec- 
tual property that they never 
learned because they were so 
busy with the science.’ 

“You need to know this mate- 
rial if youre going to run a lab 
and handle personnel and budg- 
ets, said Patrick Logan, PhD 
candidate at McGill in patholo- 
gy, at a luncheon organized by 
Hochstein’s team to gather feed- 
back on the program. 

Logan and four other McGill 
students, who had been referred 
by Burnier, attended the lunch- 
eon to discuss their experiences 
and were enthusiastic about the 
GCBA program. — 

“I know so many people look- 
ing for this. You really need to 
market it at McGill” said Rabia 
Khan, who is working on her 
PhD in human genetics. 

For more about the program, 
go to tinyurl.com/GDBA-GCBA. 
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Representing Concordia at the second annual JMUCC were (left to right) 


Amanda Paquin, Rocco Masella, Meaghen Annett and Marion Roussel. 


the contest (see Journal, March 
5, 2009) with a new look and 
logo to build on the JMSB's 
growing international reputa- 
tion. This year’s event was suc- 


cessful thanks to the efforts of 
organizers: José Garcia, Marian 
Rossi, Matthew Parker James, 
Megan Bouchard and Andrei 
Sabau. 
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Concordia’s sweet tooth endures over 60 years 





Concordians enjoyed a week of 
wintry fun during Loyola On Ice 
between Feb. 12 and 19, com- 
plete with a mobile cabane a 
sucre, snow sculptures and 
tunes from CJLO. 

In the Loyola Chapel, visitors 
were treated to a blast from the 
past: archival photos of carni- 
vals from yesteryear were on 
display. In the image above men 
and women from Sir George 
Williams University trekked out 


to the heart of the Laurentian 
woods for the Circle Frangais 
Annual Sugar Party in 1949. 
Over 60 years later, students, 
faculty and staff stayed closer to 
home on the Loyola campus 
and enjoyed coffee every morn- 
ing at the shuttle bus stops. 
More than 200 people stopped 
by the quad for ¢ire on the snow 
and other munchies on Feb. 16. 
Others cheered for our 
Olympians in the G-lounge. 


“Trying to be a_ proud 
Canadian, I was underdressed 
for the cold but still enjoying the 
fun activities, said Prince Ralph 
Osei,VP Services and Loyola of 
the Concordia Student Union, 
who coordinated the events. 

Loyola On Ice was also sup- 
ported by the Dean of Students 
Office, the Concordia Council 
on Student Life, Residence Life, 
the Multi-Faith Chaplaincy and 
Recreation and Athletics. 
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Alternative Spring Break offers more than just volunteering 


23 students participate in its inaugural year 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


Spring break in the 
Dominican Republic tends to 
connote sparkling seas and 
swaying palms. 

Instead of sipping pina 
coladas, 17 students participat- 
ing in the inaugural Alternative 
Spring Break program spent a 
week volunteering at an 
orphanage in Monte Cristi on 
the north west coast. 

Another cohort stayed in 
Montreal and worked remotely 
with a community in Chevery 
on the lower north shore of 
Quebec and several other organ- 
izations. 

“I feel like I've accomplished 
something, says psychology 
student Estelle Wong, who trav- 
elled to the Caribbean nation. “I 
can't believe I did it. You dont 
know how the kids are going to 
respond because youre from 
another country. But I feel like I 
may have made an impact.’ 

In collaboration with the 
Dean of Students Office, Rich 
SwamiNathan brought the ini- 
tiative to Concordia in August 
after running similar programs 
at the University of Western 


Ontario and McMaster 
University. He is the 
Coordinator of Residence Life at 
Loyola and facilitated the trip to 
Monte Cristi. Ania Marczewksa 
from Counselling and 
Development was a staff leader 
for the local group. 

When he _ was_ younger, 
SwamiNathan spent a month 
and half volunteering in Mali. “It 
was mind-blowing,’ he says. “I 
have so much and yet they 
seemed happier than I was. It 
opened me up to different peo- 
ple, religions and cultures.’ 

Instead of worrying about 
upcoming midterms, 
SwamiNathan recommends stu- 
dénts think about the fact that 
they have access to education, 
which is a privilege. 

“There's so much more out 
there, people need to witness it 
to really appreciate what they 
have don't have, to see the big 
picture,’ he says. 

The students taught English 
at local elementary schools and 
helped fix up the infrastructure 
around the orphanage. Students 
paid $1 550 for the trip, which 
included subsidies from the 
Concordia Student Union, the 


Dean of Students and the Office 
of the President. Hospitality 
Concordia provided lunches for 
the Montreal group. 

Peterborough native Kevin 
McLeod is one of five students 
who participated in the ASB 
closer to home. The group 
stayed together at the Grey 
Nuns residence and make short 
heritage and tourism videos to 
help promote the community of 
Chevery, with help from the 
Quebec-Labrador Foundation. 

“I don’t know if this is the kind 
of thing that would win an 
Oscar, but I think the videos 
turned out well,” McLeod said. 
They also volunteered at 
Santropol Roulant, the NDG 
Food Bank and the Benedict 
Labre House. 

“This really opened my eyes to 
how I can contribute to the 
Montreal community, the polit- 
ical science major added. 

The program is designed to be 
more than just volunteering. In 
keeping with the model of serv- 
ice learning, the groups met for 
a debriefing each evening to talk 
about how their hands-on expe- 
riences could relate to their aca- 
demics, career paths, and so on. 


For Wong, leaving Monte 
Cristi was difficult. She hopes to 
return to the Dominican 
Republic, perhaps this summer. 

“I came back to paved roads. I 
walked down the streets wear- 
ing boots, not flip flops. 
Everyone is in their own bubble 
here,’ she says. “Over there, you 
walk down the street and every- 


Concordia students traveled to Dominican Republic to volunteer at an 
orphanage during reading week. Above, Estelle Wong teaches English 
at a local elementary school in Monte Cristi. 


one waves. You just wave back, 
it’s a natural response.’ 

Students will share photos 
and experiences with the uni- 
versity community at the 
Alternative Spring Break 
Showcase on March 24 at 3:30 
p.m. in MB 5.215. All are wel- 
come. For more information, 
visit asb.concordia.ca. 
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Mechtronix World Corporation 
announces generous gift to Concordia 


On March 3, Mechtronix World 
Corporation announced a gift of $150 000 
to Concordia’s Faculty of Engineering and 
Computer Science. The funds will help 
refurbish the basement-level, Hall 
Building engineering laboratory affec- 
tionately known as “the cage, where 
about 60 guests gathered for the gift 
announcement ceremony. 

In recognition of the gift, Concordia has 
renamed the facility “Intelligent Machines 
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Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) and 
all Engineering and Computer Science stu- 
dents working on their final-year Capstone 
projects. 

Mechtronix has been a long-time sup- 
porter of Concordia. Its previous gifts 
included a $36 000 donation to create a 
graduate scholarship in the Faculty of Fine 
Arts, $9 000 for a new truck for the SAE, a 
pressure crusher used at Concordia’ annu- 
al Troitsky Bridge Building competition 
(coming up on March 5 to cap off engineer- 
ing week) and a flight simulator for aero- 










Pay to the order of 
Concordia 


w 


ONE HUNDRED AN 





7 5150,000_ 






D FIFTY THOUSAND 


| 
| 
' 


AHAWNDOLOHd 18d NVI WYAY 


| at 


| 





Pictured from left at the ribbon cutting ceremony are Pictured from left to right at the ribbon-cutting ceremony are Jo Frazao, Vice 


President of Mechtronix Systems; Xavier Hervé, President of Mechtronix World Corporation; Concordia President and Vice-Chancellor Judith 
Woodsworth; Robin Drew, Dean of Concordia’s Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science; and Kathy Assayag, Concordia Vice President, 
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space engineering students. Advancement and Alumni Relations. 


In the spirit of giving back, 
we welcome your nominations for 


The Concordia Council 
on Student Life Awards 


and 


The Concordia University 
Volunteer Initiative 
Recognition Awards 


ls your professor available to help you outside the classroom, 
to support your projects, listen to your problems and try to help? 

Is there a staff member who has taken the time to go above and beyond 
their job to assist students with special projects or needs? 

Has one of your fellow students shown initiative on campus to develop 
new projects, help out and make life better for students? 

Does one of your friends volunteer in the community helping those 
less fortunate or working to address social iils? 


Now is your chance to show how much you appreciate 
students, faculty and staff for being special and giving back by 
nominating them! 


GUIDELINES AND APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT: 
DEANOFSTUDENTS.CONCORDIA.CAISERVICES/CCSL.SHTML 
OR 
VOLUNTEER. CONCORDIA.CAINEWSANDEVENTS 
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION: MARCH 9 AT 5 P.M. 


INMEMORIAM 





Brent K. Hussey 


Concordians are saddened to hear of the 
passing of Brent K. Hussey on Jan. 6. 

A lawyer by trade, Hussey recognized 
the value of giving back to the commu- 
nity: In 2007, he regularly put time aside 
to act as Supervising Attorney at the 
Legal Information Clinic offered 
through Advocacy and Support 
Services. The clinic provided free legal 
information to Concordians from law 
students at McGill, Husseys alma 
mater, until the clinics closure in 2009. 
Hussey also coached soccer and was 


involved in local politics and the scout- 
ing movement in the West Island. 

He leaves behind his wife, Eileen, 
and his three children, Kevin, 
Kathleen and Graham. He will be 
dearly missed by extended family and 
fondly remembered by friends and 
associates. A funeral was held on Jan. 
11 at the Church of the Resurrection 
in Pointe Claire. 

Donations in his name may be made 
to the Kidney Foundation of Canada: 
www.kidney.ca 


Rod Rousseau 


The Concordia community lost a fierce 
supporter with the passing of alumnus 
and friend Rod (Joseph Rodolphe) 
Rousseau (L BComm 53) on Jan. 7 fol- 
lowing a short and courageous battle 
with cancer. 

In addition to having been active in 
municipal and provincial politics, hold- 
ing various positions over the years from 
city councilor for Ste. Croix, to school 
commissioner, to president of the provin- 
cial Liberal Association, Rousseau, a 
father of five and grandfather of seven, 
had a long and successful career as the 
President of O'Sullivan College. 

Throughout, Rousseau held a special 
place in his heart for his alma mater, 
Loyola College and Concordia University. 


Rousseau was Second Vice-President 
of the Loyola Alumni Association, he 
belonged to the Loyola Medal Committee 
and he contributed in many different 
ways to the success of Concordia 
University, including but not limited to 
the Refectory refurbishment project of 
which he was a great champion. 

He regularly attended Homecoming, 
golf tournaments and tours of 
Concordia’ new buildings. 

Condolences have been sent to his wife 
Monique (Community Nursing 81) and 
his family on behalf of Concordia 
University. Donations in his name may be 
made to the Fondation de I'H6pital du 
Sacré-Coeur de Montréal: 
www,fhscm.com 











CJOURNAL@ALCOR.CONCORDIA.CA 





CONCORDIA JOURNAL | March 4, 2010 





All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise indicated. 


THURS., MARCH 4 


@ CISSC hosts Brian Rotman 


As part of the Visiting Speaker series, the Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and Culture presents a 
lecture by Brian Rotman (Ohio State) on “The Alphabet, 
Ghosts, Distributed Being: Becoming Beside Ourselves in the 
Digital Era.” 


S-H 763 | 7 p.m. | cissc.concordia.ca 


FRI., MAR. 5 


How Funding Bodies Have Shaped 

the Arts and the Humanities 

This day-long colloquium organized the Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and Culture and the 
School of Community and Public Affairs will focus on funding 
for the humanities and will combine comparative historical 
studies with an examination of current trends in the support 
of humanities research in Canada. Presentations followed by 
round-table discussion. 


S-CI 104, 2149 Mackay St. | 1 to5 p.m. | cissc.concordia.ca 


@ Beckett-Baxter Memorial Lecture 

A conversation with acclaimed filmmaker Rodrigue Jean and 
film scholar and critic André Habib will be held in both English 
_and French and is hosted by the Mel Hoppenheim School of 
Cinema under the title “Can we still think (with) images?” In 
association with this event, Jean's Hommes a louer/Men for Rent 
will be screened at 2 p.m. in the De Seve Cinema. 


S-EV 1.615 | 7 p.m. | finearts.concordia.ca/newsandevents 
SAT., MARCH 6 AND SUN., MARCH 7 


gee Canadian University Press annual 


conference 

In conjunction with their 30th anniversary, the Link is pleased 
to host the annual CUP conference. Guests from the Globe & 
Mail and Associated Press will be present, among others. The 
conference will discuss the social, cultural and communica- 
tive barriers that journalists face every day. 

Registration fees: $20 for CUP papers, $7 for student day-del- 
egates and free for alumni | cup.ca/conferences/orpucbeq 


MON., MARCH 8 


g@f® CISSC Rhetoric and Political 
Aesthetics Working Group Seminar 


“Unlocking the Eye: Stupidity and Compassionate Seeing” 
with Robert Hariman, Northwestern University. 
S-LB 646 | 3to5p.m| cissc.concordia.ca 


Stingers hoop it up at YM-YWHA 


QGP University of the Streets Café 


“Sports Fanaticism: If you're not in the game why do you care 
so much?” Free, but donations are appreciated. 

Le Parc des Princes, 5293 Parc Ave. | 7 to 9 p.m. 
univcafe.concordia.ca 


THURS., MARCH I! 


@® Victoria Bridge lecture 


Engineering professor Hugh McQueen will share his research on 
the Victoria Bridge that recently celebrated its 150th year. The 


talk will be illustrated with lithographs from the book announc- 


ing its completion and Notmanis photos of its construction. 
Atwater Library, 1200 Atwater Ave. | 12:30 p.m. 
encs.concordia.ca 


@ institutional Leadership in Renewable 


Energy Development 

As guest of the David O’Brien Centre for Sustainable 
Enterprise Distinguished Speaker Series, in collaboration 
with the Solar Buildings Research Network, Alfred Marcus 
(Carlson School of Management, uMinnesota) will discuss 
“Institutional Leadership in Renewable Energy Development: 


Filling the Institutional Void. 
S-MB 6.260 | 2 to 3:30 p.m. | johnmolson.concordia.ca/sustainable 


ef University of the Streets Café 


“Being Irish O'Quebec: When does history become heritage?” 
Free, but donations are appreciated. 
McCord Museum, 690 Sherbrooke St. W | 5 to 7:30 p.m. 


univcafe.concordia.ca 
MARCH 12 TO APRIL 1/10 


© Concordia artists Werner and moore 


at Parisian Laundry 

Painting prof Janet Werner and part-time professor jake moore, 
director of the FOFA Gallery, will hold a joint exhibition. Werner's 
exhibit, in Gallery 1, is called Whos Sorry Now? and features over 
30 new and unique paintings. In the Bunker, moore’ pet features 
an immersive sensorial installation that is an evocative relation- 
ship of image, object and space. 


Parisian Laundary, 3550 St. Antoine St. W. | parisianlaundry.com 
MON., MARCH |5 


@ CISSC Authors Series: Jonathan Sachs 


Hosted by the Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Society 
and Culture, Sachs will discuss his book, Romantic Antiquity: 
Rome in the British Imagination [789-1832. 

S-LB 646 | 4:15 to 5:30 p.m. | cissc.concordia.ca 


a From Concept to Practice grad 
symposium 

The Department of Education Annual Graduate Student 
Symposium is a peer-reviewed event for disseminating student 


Head Coach John Dore encour- 


Athletes from the Stingers men’s 
basketball team had a chance to 
give back to the community as 
they dribbled, deked and 
dunked with kids at the YM- 
YWHA Wolves basketball clinic 
on Jan. 28. 

Around 85 boys and girls from 
the Wolves Elementary School 
League brushed up on their 
shooting, passing and rebound- 
ing skills in the event, which was 
open to all. They also worked on 
lay-ups and defense, with a little 


goofing around thrown in for 
good measure. 

“The turnout keeps building 
each year, said organizer David 
Bloom, who does double duty as 
YM-YWHA basketball director 
and assistant coach of the 
Stingers squad. “It’s a great envi- 
ronment for the kids.” 

The Stingers have participat- 
ed in the annual event since its 
inception three years ago. Their 
strong commitment to commu- 
nity engagement is well known. 
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ages his team to get involved 
with local organizations when- 
ever possible, like the YMCA and 
Sun Youth. They also host the 
annual GMAA high school bas- 
ketball all-star game at the 
Loyola gym. 

“The guys feel lucky to be 
where they are, playing for 
Concordia and being athletes,’ 
Bloom said of the Stingers. 
“They realize the importance of 
helping up and coming kids.’ 


research in the field of education. This is an opportunity to get 
experience presenting, while exchanging ideas with fellow stu- 
dents and professors. Conference held May 5. 

Email symposium@education.concordia.ca by March 15 deadline. 


WED., MARCH [7 


@® cISSC Authors Series: Chris Salter 


In discussing his book, Entangled: Technology and the 
Transformation of Performance, Salter shows that technolo- 
gies, from the mechanical to the computational, have been 
entangled with performance across a wide range of disci- 
plines. Hosted by the Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in 
Society and Culture. 


S-LB 659.04 | 4:15 p.m. | cissc.concordia.ca 
@ University of the Streets Cafe 


“The changing nature of work: Are we more exploited than 
ever?” Free, but donations are appreciated. 


Le Cagibi, 5490 St-Laurent Blvd. | 7 to 9 p.m. 
univcafe.concordia.ca 


THURS., MARCH 18 
Ped University of the Streets Café 


Café Scientifique: “How can we reduce the risk and impact of 
asthma and COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease)?” Free but donations are appreciated. 


New Hope Senior Citizens Centre, 6225 Godfrey Ave. 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. | univeafe.concordia.ca 


FRI., MARCH I9 


@® “Taking the Green Leap” in 


sustainable business 


Stuart Hart (Johnson School of Management, Cornell 
University) will discuss “Taking the Green Leap” as guest of 
the the David O’Brien Centre for Sustainable Enterprise 
Distinguished Speaker Series. 


S-MB S1.210 | 2:30 to 4 p.m. | johnmolson.concordia.ca/sustainable 
ONGOING ~ UNTIL MARCH 19 
& Art Matters Festival 


Canadas largest student-run art festival, in its tenth year. 
artmattersfestival.com 


LEGEND 
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High School students learn to Bring it 


On Feb. 12 the first edition of a = ee a a oe em 
Bring It brought high school stu- | : Pere saree cea | ALG Soo eels, 
dents from Montreal and on | we Se ee ee ae 
Kahnawake to settle into the 
Hive to work with youth leaders. 
The day long session was 
intended to empower high 
school students to actively tack- 
le issues of social justice. 

A handful of students attend- 
ed the inaugural event. Keynote 
speaker was Sol Guy, co-curator 
and host of 4Real which brought 
celebrity guests into contact 
with youth leaders involved in 
critical global issues. 

The project paired students 
with more experienced organiz- 
ers to help them establish 
parameters for successfully ini- 
tiating change. A mentor net- 
work was created to support the 
high school] students going for- 
ward and Concordia will remain 
involved to act as liaison and fol- 
low the students progress, while 
evaluating the project. 

The event was initiated by the 
Dean of Students’ Office and was a ioe = E 
collaboration between the univer- _ From left: Anastasia Johnson (student from The Study), Gabriel Lopez (Founder and Executive Director of Youth Fusion Jeunesse), Sol Guy, supervi- 
sity, the CSU and Youth Fusion. soriteacher from James Lyng High School, Ashley Roy, Alex Guzman (James Lyng High School). | 
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